WHEN SOMETHING HAPPENS OR DEVELOPS...
Early news releases may appear on TV or radio, in newspapers, over newswires, and on the Web.
INITIAL INFORMATION: FOR EVENTS (News reporting):
• First attempts at: "who", "what", "where" and "when"
• May not have much on "why"
• Quick information, sketchy reports INITIAL INFORMATION: FOR SOCIAL OR CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS News reports appear throughout the entire time period when a social or cultural movement is developing (e.g., a report of a visit, lecture, or speech of someone within the movement).
ONE OR MORE DAYS AFTER...
• Something happens, articles appear in newspapers/newswires; information is disseminated on TV, radio, and the Web.
• Depending on what happened, the information may be prolific or sparse.
NEWSPAPERS, TV AND RADIO TRANSCRIPTS, NEWS SOURCES ON THE WEB
Audience: General public. • Articles appear in scholarly journals. This is also when scholars and researchers may start holding conferences on the topic and eventually, conference papers will be published.
JOURNALS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS
Audience: Scholars, specialists, and students. 
FIVE TO TEN OR MORE YEARS LATER...
• As time passes (2 -10 years), the knowledge and understanding of a topic or event becomes "established." It then appears in reference sources, such as encyclopedias, handbooks, statistical compilations.
REFERENCE SOURCES
Audience: Ranges from general public to specialists. Coverage: Factual information, the "Big Picture," overviews, and summaries. Written By: Specialists/scholars. Timelines: Depends --articles typically appear in encyclopedias four to ten years later. Content: convenient summaries of knowledge to date; data, statistics, directories, bibliographies. Slant: objective/neutral viewpoint; may be sponsored or published by professional associations.
